ABSTRACT. Forest managers on new frontiers of infestation are searching for better ways to cope with the gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar). Presented here are information and guidelines for remedial action to minimize future losses. Methods for assessing potential stand defoliation (susceptibility) and mortality (vulnerability), monitoring insect populations, and selecting action alternatives are discussed. With due consideration of management objectives, we address the primary concerns of managers who lack previous experience with the pest. The rule-of-thumb label is appropriate for the guides since they by no means account for all of the variation in damage caused by the gypsy moth. What actually happens in the forest will be affected by many interrelated Damage to these trees will depend primarily on the specific amount of defoliation, and tree vigor before defoliation and during the recovery period. Removal of more than 60% of the foliage places a stand in the "heavy defoliation" 
Defoliation Distribution
Gyps) moths begin feeding on preferred host species within a stand before moving on to less preferred tree species. For example, a "light defoliation" (averaging less than 30%) in a stand composed entirely of preferred species usually means that less than 30% of the foliage was removed from all crowns in the stand; and all trees are subjected to roughly the same amount of stress. In a mixed species stand, light defoliation could include moderate to heavy defoliation on many preferred trees, while less preferred trees would be only slightly affected. Thus, even a light defoliation in mixed stands might cause a significant shift in species composition if many preferred host species are defoliated, stressed, and subsequently die. If the stand is fully stocked but will not reach maturity for another 6 to 15 years, it is advisable to defer cutting for 6 to 15 years, and reexamine for possible protection, early harvest, or salvage if mortality has occurred. Younger fully stocked stands (16 or more years from maturity) with less than 80% stand density may best be handled by deferred cutting for 10 to 15 years and reexamining their status as de- low (<15%), was produced. A computer-based geographic information system (GIS) was used to accomplish both stand stratification and mapping. After the first outbreak of gypsy moth has passed, these stands will be revisited to check the reliability of predictions and, if necessary, improve techniques for estimating and evaluating damage.
Defoliation Frequency

CONCLUSION
The gypsy moth has moved south and west from its original confines in New England and has spread out to infest a large portion of the nation's hardwood forests. 
